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Red Rock Desert Learning Center: 
The Vision 
 A science-based outdoor education center 
in Red Rock Canyon. 
 Focus on: 
 Mojave Desert ecosystems 
 Hands-on, inquiry-based learning 
 Overnight, immersion experience 
 Connections between nature and the 
sciences 
 
 
 
Red Rock Desert Learning Center: 
The Vision 
 Open to all valley 5th-graders. 
 Scholarships available for low-income 
students. 
 Curriculum will meet state and district 
science standards. 
 Campus to exemplify green building 
technology. 
 Goal: Extend the learning experience for 
5th-grade classrooms. 
 
 
 
 
 
Red Rock Desert Learning Center:  
Mission Statement 
 “To instill stewardship and respect by increasing 
knowledge and understanding of the Mojave Desert 
ecosystems and cultures through a unique 
experiential discovery program.” 
 
 
 
 



Red Rock Desert Learning Center:  
Making the Vision a Reality 
 Community members proposed idea to Bureau of 
Land Management. 
 Project funded by Southern Nevada Public Land 
Management Act. 
 Facility owned by BLM but managed by professional, 
qualified operator. 
 National search to be conducted in 2005. 
 
 
 




Who’s Involved 
 
 Bureau of Land Management manages the project. 
 Advisory group of community stakeholders. 
 Line and Space Architects of Tucson. 
 UNLV -- project coordination, curriculum 
development, public outreach. 
 Qualified operator to be hired in 2006. 
Operations 
 
 Bureau of Land Management retains ownership. 
 Professional operator hired through national search. 
 Long-term cooperative agreement. 
 CCSD is primary customer. 
 Also open to charter, private, and home schools. 
 Operator determines “other uses”. 
Red Rock Desert Learning Center: 
The Setting 
 Located off State Route 159 in Red Rock 
Canyon. 
 Facilities set into existing land contours. 
 Natural vegetation retained. 
 Open space maximized. 
 Some remnants of original ranch retained 
as learning venues. 
 
 





Red Rock Desert Learning Center:  
Architectural Development 
 . 
 
 
 
Sustainability in Design 
 Facilities will meet LEED energy certification. 
 Students interact with building and infrastructure 
systems. 
 Water/energy conservation and recycling are key 
design components. 
Bus Drop-off 
Friendship Circle 
Dining 
Dormitories 
Solar Bridge 
Research Labs 
Research Lab 
Section Perspective 
Art Pavilion 
Teaching Venues 
Wild Horse & Burro 
Wild Horse & Burro 
Curriculum Development 
 CCSD participation. 
 Modeled on Earth-System Approach. 
 Correlated to: 
 FOSS kits 
 Science standards 
 GLOBE protocols 
 BLM mission 
 
Core Curriculum 
 8 common experiences identified: 
 Understanding Ecosystems 
 Sustaining Ecosystems 
 Geology 
 Green Building Technology 
 Night Sky 
 Wild Horse & Burro 
 Historical Figures 
 Native American Influences 
 
 
 
 
Curriculum Delivery 
 Facility capacity: 105 students and aides. 
 3 groups of 30 students. 
 Circulate in smaller groups of 8-10 
 On-site instructors and chaperones 
 Outdoor flex labs. 
 Trails and natural areas. 
 Integration of cultural sites. 
 Student-controlled building systems. 
 
 
 
 
 
Sample Daily Schedules 
 Provide school operator and CCSD teachers with 
maximum flexibility: 
 4-day/3-night in-depth “sampler” schedule. 
 3-day/2 night “menu” schedule. 
 2-day/1-night “focused introductory” schedule. 
 1-day “excursion” schedule. 
 
 
 
 
Safety and Liability 
 
 CCSD Risk Manager has evaluated site. 
 Internal and external security systems designed. 
 Operator will be fully insured. 
 
Benefits to CCSD 
 
 All regions eligible to attend. 
 Interdisciplinary approach to math and science. 
 Hands-on immersion experience. 
 Supports state and national content knowledge. 
 Professional development for teachers. 
How CCSD Can Help 
 
 Continue teacher and staff involvement in pre-
planning. 
 Allow RRDLC information through approved CCSD 
outlets. 
 Endorse general resolution for consideration by 
school trustees. 
 Work with operator to determine equity and access. 

 
